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Doctoral Students’ Committee of University of 
Gothenburg (GUDK) 

Board meeting protocol 

Board meeting no 2 Year 2014/15 

 

Time 2014-09-25 10:00 
Place Conference room 1 (K1), 4th floor, Department of Psychology 
Called GUDK, GUS, University Board, Committee for Doctoral Education, Vice Chancellor’s 

Research Council, student unions 
 

Present Presidium  Karin Boson*, chair (The Faculty of Social Sciences) 
Patrik Vulkan*, vice chair (The Faculty of Social Sciences) 
Daniel Hovey*, secretary (The Sahlgrenska Academy) 

 Representatives Johannes Daun* (The Faculty of Arts) 
Jonas Lindbäck* (The Faculty of Education) 
Fahd Omar Zaffar* (The IT Faculty) 

Alternates Ariana Amacker* (The Faculty of Fine,  
Applied and Performing Arts) 

 
§ Matter Notes 
   
1 Opening of the meeting 10:15 
   
2 Affirmation of agenda Information from the Committee for Doctoral Education 

added under §6. Otherwise affirmed. 
   
3 Confirmation of chairman, vice 

chairman, and secretary 
Karin Boson and Patrik Vulkan confirmed as chairman 
(sitting 2014/15) and vice chairman (sitting 2014/15), 
respectively. Daniel Hovey confirmed as secretary 
(sitting 2014/15). 

   
4 Election of adjustor Jonas Lindbäck elected. 
   
5 Last meeting’s minutes Affirmed and signed. 
   
6 Messages and information  
6.1 Chair and vice chair Karin and Patrik will meet with the GUS chair the 

coming week, and also attend the Vision 2020-seminar. 
   
6.2 GUS No representative present. The statutes of GUDK will be 

updated at the next GUS meeting. No change is likely, 
and the present meeting has no objections to the 
current version.  

   
6.3 University Board No representative present. 
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6.4 Faculty representatives The Faculty of Fine, Applied and Performing Arts: First 

meeting in the beginning of October. There has been 
some use of the new ISP. 
 
The Faculty of Social Sciences: An exploratory 
committee has looked into potential new models of 
distribution of financial means at the faculty. This was 
originally exploratory in nature, but ultimately the dean 
clearly was pushing for the preferred method of the 
administration. A faculty meeting without the 
leadership was requested, which concluded that the 
issue felt forced and undemocratic, and the decision 
was finally postponed until next year. This highlights 
that exploratory groups change their role over time, and 
ultimately end up seeing decisions pushed through 
according to particular interests. A revision will take 
place of the plan of operations for the SamFak doctoral 
council, in order to focus on this issue. 

   
  School of Economics, Business, and Law: No 

representative present. 
   
  The Faculty of Education: Jonas attended a seminar on 

the evaluation planned by UKÄ. Some points that are to 
be looked into were presented by Boo Johansson, 
including revision of PhD rules, the relationship between 
courses at PhD and Master levels, and a course 
database for PhD course. UKÄ will in their evaluation 
focus on ISP and the general curriculum, interviews, and 
self-evaluation reports. The theses themselves will not 
be in focus during the evaluation. The Faculty Board of 
the Faculty of Education has also been discussing how 
the faculty might support the departments in raising the 
intake of PhD students – among other things, faculty 
funding for courses now requires four registered PhD 
students instead of the previous five, but that does not 
apply to the mandatory courses. Transparency and 
decision making have also been discussed, and the 
desire for a PhD representative on the department head 
council remains and is still challenged by the dean. 

   
  The Faculty of Arts: One meeting so far. Continued 

discussion around the suggestion to combine 
departments and degree subjects – as a whole, the 
students and the faculty are against the suggestion. 
There has also been discussion around coordinating the 
amount of credits in different PhD programs. 

   
  The Sahlgrenska Academy: The criticism against the 

Introductory course for PhD students, and the 
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subsequent discussion and student-initiated survey 
surrounding it was reported. A discussion point 
regarding similar experiences and how courses can be 
changed will be added to the agenda of the next 
meeting. 

   
  The Faculty of Natural Sciences: No representative 

present. 
   
  The Faculty of Applied Information Technology: First 

meeting was held last week. ISP will probably start to be 
used within a few months. 

   
 6.5 Committee for Doctoral 

Education 
The last meeting saw a continued discussion concerning 
the proposed 3-2-3 system, with multiple issues being 
addressed without any clear decision. The workgroup on 
3-2-3 will continue their work over the following year, 
but the group’s agenda has not been set in a 
transparent manner – this was pointed out by Johannes, 
but the question of how it was decided was never 
answered. ISP is being tested primarily at NatFak and 
Sahlgrenska – at present only one PhD student has used 
the system. The estimated launch is on November 1st, 
but the system still has bugs and issues that need 
resolving. The Committee also discussed the possibility 
of having a greater mandate to make decisions on, e.g., 
the PhD student rules. This could facilitate changes, but 
needs to be regulated so that changes cannot be made 
without due process. 

   
7 Post graduate section in Göta 

Student Union 
Karin met with the head of Göta Student Union 
concerning the postgraduate section of Göta Student 
Union, which presently has no members, and has been 
vacant for a number of years. There has been some 
discussion around how to solve this problem, including 
scrapping the section completely, or having only a chair 
and vice-chair, in order to keep that channel alive. The 
present meeting concludes that it may be useful to keep 
the section alive, so that it may be “reactivated” if a 
future need arises. Representative in GUDK from the 
faculties in Göta Student Union are encouraged to 
discuss the issue with their faculty representatives.  

   
8 Respresentatives in 

committees and work-groups 
The available positions should be brought back to the 
faculties, in order to search for representatives. The 
most important positions, in the view of GUDK, are The 
Committee for Doctoral Education, The Vice Chancellors 
Research Council, and the University Board. Karin will 
email the other members of GUDK a list of positions 
that need to be filled for 2015. 
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9 Other messages No other messages. 
   
10 Next meeting At 10 am on October 30th in the K1 conference room at 

the Dept. of Psychology. The breakfast meeting with the 
Vice Chancellor (141120) will be discussed. 

   
12 End of the meeting 12:00 
   
 

 

Chairperson 

Karin Boson 

 

Secretary 

Daniel Hovey 

 

Adjustor 

Johannes Daun 

 


